[Endometrial nuclear progesterone receptors in infertile women].
To investigate the endometrial nuclear progesterone receptors (PgR) as well as its relationship with retarded endometrial development (RED) in infertile women. The progesterone profile, endometrial nuclear progesterone receptors (PgR) and endometrial biopsies were studied by using (125)I radioimmunoassay and immunohistochemical technique in 53 infertile women during median luteal phase. When the endometrial dating lagged 2 days behind the dating as determined by luteinizing hormone (LH) surge, diagnosis of luteal phase defect (LPD) was made. According to progesterone profile and endometrial morphology, the patients were divided into three groups: normal, luteal phase defect (LPD) and pseudocorpus luteum insufficiency (PLI). During median luteal phase, RED were found in all of 24 cases with LPD and PLI, but PgR contents were different in them. Mean progesterone profile of 9 cases of PLI cycles was normal (60.2 nmol/L) but the endometrial nuclear PgR appeared to be prominently lower than in normal cycles during the median luteal phase (P < 0.01). Average progesterone level of 15 cases of LPD cycles were significantly lower (29.9 nmol/L) but endometrial nuclear PgR were similar to normal group (P > 0.05). Retarded endometrial development may have different causes. Measurement of endometrial nuclear PgR is of assistance in differential diagnosis.